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SPECIES INFORMATION 
M=Native to Montcalm  MI=Native to Michigan  NA=Native to North America  EA=Native to Europe or Asia  

 

Red Pine: (Pinus resinosa)  M  Medium sized fast-growing tree (70-110 ft.).  Grows best on sandy well-drained 

soils.  Our best pine for reforestation.  Improve wildlife value by adding a few oak and white pine into red pine 

plantings.  Needles are stiff, dark green, 2 per bundle, length 4-6”.  Shade intolerant.    

White Pine: (Pinus strobus)  M  Large fast-growing tree (80-150 ft.).  Grows well on a wide variety of soils.  

Good for both timber and wildlife habitat.  Needles are soft, blue-green; 5 per bundle, length 4”.  Moderately 

shade tolerant.  Best timber form is attained when grown under light shade. 

Jack Pine: (Pinus banksiana)  MI  Small to medium size tree with moderate growth rate (35-65 ft.). Tolerates 

the poorest sand soils.  Uses include timber, wildlife habitat, reforestation, and erosion control.  Needles are 

yellowish-green, stiff, 2 per bundle, length 2-3”.  Shade intolerant.   

White Spruce: (Picea glauca)  MI  Medium size slow-growing tree (60-80 ft.).  Prefers moist conditions but will 

tolerate dry soils.  Used for windbreaks, wildlife habitat, and Christmas trees (pungent odor).  Needles are 

singular, sharp, dark green, length 1/3-1/4”.  Moderately shade tolerant.  

Black Spruce: (Picea mariana)  M Small to medium size slower growing tree (30-50 ft.).  Shorter needles and 

smaller and rounder cones than the other spruces, and a preference for wetter lowland areas. Full sun to 

shade. Dense foliage with blue green needles. Small violet colored cones turn to dark brown as they mature. 

Good for wildlife habitat.  

Norway Spruce: (Picea abies)  EA  Large fast-growing tree (80-130 ft.). Grows well on a wide variety of soils 

including loams and clays.  Used for windbreaks, reforestation, and landscaping.  Develops large sweeping 

branches with age.  Needles are sharp, dark green, singular, length 1/3-1/2”.  Moderately shade tolerant.  Well 

suited to our climate. 

White Cedar: (Thuga occidentalis) M A beautiful, straight, dense, dark-green symmetrical tree (40-80 ft.). 

Prefers heavy, damp areas, but will also grow on upland areas. Will require protection from deer. 

Balsam Fir: (Abies balsamea) M  Tapering spire with horizontal branching from the ground up, dark green, 

single needle, ½-1” long, with a spiral arrangement on the twig, soft, flat, blunt-tipped (50-75 ft.). Prefers 

moist soils, shaded forest, along bogs. 

Fraser Fir: (Abies fraseri) NA  Evergreen coniferous tree. Used extensively for ornamental and Christmas tree 

purposes. Buds later than Balsam Fir, and thus more tolerant of early spring frosts. Does better in dry 

conditions than Balsam. Its mild fragrance, shape, strong limbs, and ability to retain its soft needles for a long 

time when cut make it one of the best trees for this purpose. Matures to 40-60’, prefers moist, well drained 

soils.  Full sun is best, prefers cooler climates. 

Douglas Fir: (Pseudotsuga menziesii) NA  Douglas fir commonly grow 100-250 ft high and have a 12-20 ft. 

spread in ideal conditions. Thick bark, soft needles 1-2” long. Grows well in a variety of soils and climates; full 

sun is best.  Used for timber, wildlife habitat and Christmas trees.  

Canaan Fir: (Abies balsamea var. phanerolipsis) NA Stately fir that boasts dense, dark green to bluish fragrant 

foliage. Medium-sized tree 40’-55’ mature height; dense, pyramidal crown with slender spire-like tip. Excellent 

needle retention. Uses: landscape, windbreaks, wildlife habitat, Christmas trees. Needles are about an inch in 

length and cones are 3-4", growing upright on its branches. While similar to the Fraser and Balsam Fir in 

appearance and growth habit, the Canaan Fir will grow in heavier soils as well as soil with a higher pH level. 

Avoid heavy wet clay. Since this tree exhibits a later bud break, the Canaan Fir is less susceptible to spring frost 

injury. Fairly deer resistant. Drought tolerant once established. 


